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Wednesday, November 5 • 6  - 7pm • Auditorium 

 
1. Treasurer’s Report (SD)  Angel Donation - 26 families have contributed so far to give a total of $4,155.  Amazon 
Rewards is at $379.  There is more due, but we only count what is in the bank. 

2. Movie Night – many thanks to everyone who volunteered and attended!  We made $720 profit!  We need more 
volunteers to work at the next event on November 14.  We need a credentialed volunteer - Mr. Schieneman.  Important 
point - we cannot accept dropped-off  kids.  Adults must accompany them. 

3. Penny Wars (SD) –Monday, Nov. 10 – Fri, Nov. 14 (No school Tuesday, Nov 11) We need large size jugs for 
classes to collect coins.  Flyers will go home on Friday.  Suz will go into classrooms to explain the contest to kids and 
teachers.  Each class has their own jug in which to collect coins.  They put pennies and paper notes in them to add 
points, however they can put silver colored coins in rival class jugs to subtract points from their total.  The collection 
jugs will be located in the library.   Totals will be counted and announced at the end of the contest and the winning class 
will win a 20 minute recess. 

4. Goodwill Donation – Saturday, Nov 15 (AC)  - POSTPONED AS OF 11/13/14 There is no pre-collection pod 
storage at this time and it is not known if one will be available before the event.  A show of hands was asked for to 
gauge interest in the event & it was considered worthwhile.  Volunteers were recruited to work at the event. 

5. Book Fair – Nov 7-18, 10am – 4pm (opening day 8.30am start).  This is always a popular event with kids and flyers 
have already gone home.  Volunteers are desperately needed to help staff the fair in the library.  Please go to 
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0a49aea92da5f94-scholastic2 & sign up to help our school.  Because it takes place 
partly during school hours, profits from this event will go directly to the student body, not to FoSA. 

5. See’s Candy - begin Monday, Nov. 17, ends Wednesday, Dec. 3, delivery week of Dec 8 (SD) 

6. Winter Fest & Holiday Boutique – Monday, December 8th at 2:30pm.  Need volunteers and goods to sell – 
homemade wares (SK/AL)  

7. Cook Book Fundraiser?  (SD) Profits might be around $10-$12 per cook book.  Samples of cook books were passed 
around and the idea will be considered. 

8. Possible Expansion of School to K-8 – Questions & Answers with Stephen Schieneman 

The school has already applied to expand to K-8.  2 years ago there was a survey sent out to parents asking what 
changes families would want from our school.  Of those who responded, 62% wanted expansion to K-8 model.  This 
year, 42 families have committed to stay for 6th grade, our largest 6th grade ever.  At the most recent back to school 
night, everyone from 6th grade who attended said that they were interested in coming back for 7th grade, if that was an 
option.  About 30-40 families came to a meeting last week & half said they wanted K-8, a quarter said ‘no thanks’ and 
another quarter were undecided.   

Short Avenue is a small campus but it is not too small to accommodate this change.  The final decision will be up to 
LAUSD Superintendent, Ramon Cortinez.  Ms. Paulos is keen for this application to be entirely the decision of Short 
Avenue families & wants everyone to go on record saying what they want.  There will be a letter going home to 
families soon.  Vote allocation is being decided – whether it will be one vote per child in Short Ave or one vote per 
family.  If there is not enough interest then we will withdraw our application immediately and the matter will not be 
pursued.  This change will only happen if families want it.  

Question - Will we get more funding if we become a magnet or a charter?  It would make no difference to our funding. 
 LAUSD provides the same amount per pupil. 

Question – Why do people want this?  We have a great community at Short Ave and although we have a local middle 
school – Marina Middle - the majority of people don’t send their kids there and subsequently the kids go to a variety of 
schools out of the area and the community is lost from then on.  Keeping the kids here would maintain the community 
we have built from Pre-K and Kindergarten and would keep our kids in a more familiar environment and then feed on to 
Venice High as a strong and motivated group.   
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But what about the benefits of a traditional middle school?  Those in favor of the K-8 model believe it allows adults to 
define the atmosphere of the school, rather than the older kids controlling and influencing the younger ones.  It is 
important to remember that you don’t have to stay for 6-8 grade, you can go elsewhere.   

Question - Couldn’t we bring the labs & specialist facilities here?  There are aging labs and specialist facilities at older 
middle schools.  Newly built schools with corporate backing can incorporate them, but LAUSD is not going to provide 
them.   

Question - There will be more kids so will there be more teachers and more supervision of the kids?  The necessary 
teachers for k-8 will be funded, if children attend our school.  However, our supervision is paid for by our title 1 
funding and the future of this status is not guaranteed.  If we keep our kids beyond 5th and 6th grade, we will probably 
keep our title 1 funding and thus our supervision.  However, importantly, just because there are more kids on the 
campus, we won’t get more funding for janitors & supervisors.   

Point -  It is our own Short Ave kids who will graduate to 7th & 8th grades.  It is not going to be a large group of 
unknown kids from other schools and if new kids do join our school, they’ll be neighborhood kids.  Concerns were 
expressed about older kids mixing with younger ones and perhaps being a negative influence.  Our campus is too small 
to divide and there would be mixing of younger and older grades.  The point was made that older kids are likely to only 
mix with their own age group, having no interest in younger ones, however they will still be seen and heard by the 
younger ones. 

Concern – Are we going to create naïve & over protected children who can’t cope when they go to high school? – 
They’ll quickly figure out how it all works.   

Note - We would grow one grade per year, starting with 7, not starting with both 7 & 8.  Note – For 6, 7 & 8 grades, 
there would be one teacher for English Language Arts and another teacher for Maths & Science, thus simplifying the 
traditional middle school model of changing classroom and teacher for each lesson.  There would be less upheaval for 
kids and it will be more effective for a small group of students on a small campus.  The staff calculations are different 
for middle school grades and more kids might result in smaller class sizes.  Right now, our student population is too 
small to effectively plan the teaching staff.  Higher numbers would definitely be a good thing for our school.  We can 
easily accommodate a lot more kids on the campus than we have now. 

9. December meeting – Wednesday, Dec 3 (SD) at 8-9AM 

10. Open Forum  A group of parents are planning to actively recruit volunteers by talking to parents at the school. 
 FoSA & the school needs more help.  Fall, Fun Fest had to be cancelled due to lack of volunteers.  Criticism was 
countered that volunteers were only given one opportunity to sign up (in classrooms on back to school night).  FoSA 
explained that they had no effective leadership for FFF and that without a leader for a complex event such as this, it 
never had the chance to take off.  Disappointment was expressed and hope too that a spring event can be planned 
instead.  FoSA needs to communicate better with families. 

Is there any attempt to attract corporate donations?  No, we don’t have anyone doing that, but it would be great.  A 
volunteer was enlisted. 

Ms. Paulos has signed up for LMU computer scheme.  Teachers can put in computer equipment requests & LMU will 
see if they can fulfill it.  Smaller requests are more likely to be fulfilled. 

Can we change the time of the FoSA meeting?  Perhaps we could do it in the morning?  Perhaps we would attract new 
faces?  Idea - Give a bribe to kids – kids get a ‘prize’ if your parent comes to meeting.  If we hold morning meetings, we 
could offer donuts & coffee.  Board will discuss it, but are open to changing the time, if people want it.  Survey families 
to see when people want the meeting 

Criticism - This meeting is too long!  We must keep it more brief in future, but the long discussion on changing to K-8 
needed more time. 

 

 


