
                                     HUICHOL ARTS AND HISTORY!
!
Art class lesson was based on the resilience of the Huichol to survived through 
the sacred spirit of the amazing Artwork they have been  creating. 
Ojo de Dios by the children of Short Elementary school is in honor of all the 
Huichol artists. !

 “OJO DE DIOS” 
This is a unique form of mandala weaving  

that was originated with both Huicholi natives of Mexico, and Tibetan lamas.  !
The purpose of the Ojo de Dios is to protect those praying at Altars. 
The Native american tribes believed that the object was the symbol of things not 
seen and the power to see those things hidden from the naked eye. 
The original objects contained two cross sticks, with each of the four points 
symbolizing a different element : Water, Earth. Fire and Air.. 



These object were placed on altars used by the tribes and given a token to the 
Gods. !
Divine Art 
For the Huichol people, art is a means of encoding and channeling sacred 
knowledge. It is considered a form of prayer, providing direct communion with the 
sacred realm. 
  
The Huichol use beads, yarn and wood in their imaginative work, creating 
elegant beaded jewelry, spiritual masks, votive bowls known as rukuri , Ojo de 
Dios or Mandala with colorful yarns. 
 Every item carries heavily symbolic, esoteric and beautifully rendered symbols. 
  
There are several prominent symbols featured in Huichol art. !
The Huichol !!
The Huichols are an indigenous people who mostly live in the mountainous areas 
of northern Jalisco and parts of Nayarit in north central Mexico with the towns of 
San Andrés, Santa Catarina and San Sebastián as major cultural centers. Their 
numbers are estimated at 50,000 and the name Huichol is derived from the word 
Wirriarika, which means soothsayer or medicine man in the Huichol language. 
After the Spanish arrived in the 16th century, the Huichols retreated into the 
rugged mountains of northern Jalisco and Nayarit. While nominally converted to 
Christianity in the colonial period by Franciscan missionaries, most of native 
Huichol culture managed to survive intact because of the isolation and area 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Huichol_people
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Huichol_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanish_conquest_of_the_Aztec_Empire


lacked mineral or other resources of interest to the Spanish.[1][3][4] Mexican 

historian and anthropologist Fernando Benítez states that the Huichols have 
probably maintained their ancient belief systems better than any other indigenous 
group in Mexico.[2] Much of this isolationist tendency remains intact although 
economic circumstances have forced a number of Huichols to migrate to areas 
such as Guadalajara, and coastal areas to work or sell their wares. !!!
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